Dear Receiver,

I am herewith attaching our manuscript titled "Enzyme-assisted oil extraction of lutein from marigold (Tagetes erecta) flowers and stability of lutein during storage" for consideration for publication in International Journal of Agricultural and Food Research. The paper describes a study in which lutein was extracted from marigold flowers using enzyme-assisted oil extraction without organic solvents, and oil-in-water emulsions and spray dried emulsions with lutein in the oil phase were prepared. The amount of lutein in oil, in wet emulsions and in spray dried emulsions was monitored during storage at room temperature. The enzyme assisted oil extraction of lutein had comparable yield to solvent extraction and the stability of lutein was quite good in oil and in wet emulsions, but slightly worse in spray dried emulsions.

This study is part of my doctoral thesis work, which was published December 2014. Apart from the doctoral thesis book, no data reported in this manuscript has been published or is under consideration for publication elsewhere.
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